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ungettled South-West. It iz a scandal that,
infelligent as we are and capable as our ex-
perts are, we have been unable to settle the
South-West. The stumbling block, no deubt,
ia the elearing; but that can be overcome.
The eonditions of our land legislation, which
are utterly inapplicable to the South-West,
should he amended. I do hope that the Min-
ister for Lands, when he decides to open np
the Bouth-West, will hurry along the new
railways which are proposed, and that when
thoso railways eome before this House hon.
members will be seized with the absolute
necessity for further railway comstruetion to
enable us to setfle on the land those men
who are so anvious to fake up farming.

Mr. Lambert: I presume that defines your
attitude on the Esperance Railway9

Mr. PIESSE: In the interests of the Es-
perance settlers themselves I say that the

construction of the [Esperance Railway
should be deferred, even indefinitely de-
ferred,

Mr. Lambert: We will not vote for ‘one
railway in this State until the Esperance
line is built.

My, PIESSE: In the interests of the coun-
try the House ought to annul that resolution
relative to the Esperance railway, and build
agricultural lines——

Hon. P. Gollier: In your constituency.

Mr. PIESSE: No; in the Avon constitu-
ency.

Hon, P. Collier: That is next door to you.

Mr. PIESSE: I have for years advocated
the construction of the Uecarty-Yorkrakine-
North Baandee railway. I hope I shall have
the pleasure socn of taking a train load of
meinbers through the agriealtural distriets.
The leader of the Opposition once travelled
through my distriet, and, notwithstanding
that his vision was limited to three or four
miles on each gide of the railway, the area
under enltivation staggered him. That
journey considerably enlightened the hon.
gentleman, and T hope he will speedily come
to the distriet again and be further econ-
vinced. T wish to congratulate the member
for Canning (Mr. Robinson) on the inter-
pasting and instructive speech he gave the
House this afternoon. Undonbtedly, that
gentleman has rendered good service to the
State as Minister for Industries, giving
encouragement to those desirons of invest-
ing capital in the establishment of secondary
industries here.  His speech this afternoen
was extremely valuable. I regret that the
hon. member has  not been given more eredit
for the work he has dome. I hope that, like
the Under Secretary for Lands, hon. mem-
bers and also the Managing Trustez of the
Agricultnral Bank will have their eyes
apened at mo distant date as to the ecapa-
bilitics and possibilities of our great inifand
areas,

On motion by Mr. Troy debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INFLUENZA, TRAVELLING
PERMITS.

Hon. R. J, LYNN (for Hon. V. Hamer-
sley) asked the Minister for Edueation:
Has the time not arrived when the policy
of permits to leave the city for the country
should be abandoned?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied : The regulations regarding permita
were cancelled on Thursday last,

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, INDUSTRIAL
AGREEMENT.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Education : 1, Whether, under the last
agreement made Dbetween the Government
and the tramway employees’ uniom, provi-
sion was made for the appointment of a
referenee board or committee, representa-
tive of both parties, to advise on matbers
concerning the working of the tramwayst
2, Has the committee been appointed? 3,
If not, why nott

The MINISTER IOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. 2 and 3, See Neo. 1.

" PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H, P, Colebatch—East): In regard to
the question raised by Mr. Sanderson, on
Thursday last, I ghould like to explain that
it- was purely an inadvertence that those
halance sheets were not sent along to this
House at the same time as they werc sent
to another place.

ADDERESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Dehate resumed from the Idth August.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-Bast): I de-
sire to express regrat at the loss we have
sustnined by the death of the late President.
I wish to congratulate you, Sir, on ydur
clevation to the Presidency, a position for
which you are eminently fitted, Also I wish
to weleome Dr, Saw after his war service
in defence of this country. I am glad of
the opportunity of .extending a welcome fo
Mr. Panton, and I feel sure that he will
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prove an aequisition to the Hounge. I am
confident that on experience he will find
that this Chamber iz not of the character
which so many people are led to believe it
is. The feeling of thankfulness expressed
in Mis Fxeelleney’s Speech i3, T think,
eninently representabive of the feelings of
the whele of the people of Western Auas-
tralin. The State has a Tecord of war
achigvement of which one and all are justly
proi<l. Now the great struggle is over and
we tiurn to the task of overcoming post war
problems, we have grounds for confidence
that we shull achieve a measure of success
greater than many of us in the past
belicved possible.  We shall only achieve
that result by a combination of the various
forces, by full consideration of the
views of one amother, and by working whole-
heartedly together as we did during the war.
I am pleased that we have a Premier whe,
at any rate, is doing something. But we
must guard against injudicious actiona
which might mean that while we achieve a
great measure of success in land settlement
yet the mistakes made would prove very
serious to individuals. I do not wish to see
along the track of suceessful land scttle-
ment carried out by the Premier any of
those things which he left in the wheat helt,
such as wrecked livés and wrecked communi-
ties, due to ineficient work by the Agricul-
tural Department and an improperly or-
ganised system of gettlement—wrecks of
families and of communities who in them-
selves have been in no way te blame, but
who lave been the' unfortunate vietims of
ciremmstance. TLast year hon. members were
surprised when, on the occasion of the Re-
turned Soldiers Settlement Bill being be-
fore the House, I pointed out the large num-
ber of returned soldiers holding the quali-
fication certificate but unable to get land.
At that time there were between 150 and
200 wen so circumsianced, certificated men
permanently waiting for land, and drawing
sustenance the while. That nember has now
been inereased to 718, We find that there
have heen 2,703 applicants for land, of
which number 169 have been rejected or de-
ferred; while 655 have been settled, ont of
1,373 to whom certificates have been issucid.
It shows that the position is not being coped
with as it should be. The drawing of the
attention of the public to the number that
have been settled serves to blind the publie
" to the faect that so many certificated men
cannot get land. It would appear that not all
avenves are being exploited with a view to
pushing  this seftlement forward more
quickly. Recently the Premier informed an-
other place that, as far as practicable, it
was to be accepted as a fixed principle of re-
patriation that soldiers and sailors, if they so
desired, should be settled on land in the dis-
tricts from which they had cnlisted. That
was on the 8th of this month. There is a
fine district west of Narrogin, known as the
Williams. The Williams repatriation com-
mittee make to each soldier who, having en-
listed from the distriet takes up land in the
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district, a free gift ot either 100 or 200
sheep, the cost of which is provided by the
people of the distriet. Mr. Greig knows all
about this.

Hon. J. A. Greig: They give 100 breeding
ewes.

Hon, H, STEWART: That gift is on
offer to ecach returned soldier who takes np
land in the district. But the adviee and sug-
gestions of the local repatriation committee
arg overridden, There are in the distriet
suitable cstates available which, however,
are not being used, and so men who enlisted
in that distriet cannot be settled in the dis-
triet. The same experience has beer met with
in connection with the work of the Wagin
and, I think, the Katanning ' repatriation
committees. Katamming and Wagin both
formed rvepatriation committees before the
Federal Parliament bad passed the Repatria-
tion Bill, Katanning has raised over £5,000,
and Wagin has raised over £3,000, in addi-
tion to their Liberal contributions in men
and money for direct war purposes. The
Wagin repatriation committee have on their
books numbers of meu who have cbtained
the certificates of the .soldier settlement
board, but for whom no Jland can be found
in the distriet, notwithstanding that suit-
able properties could be acquired down
there. In no case has the recominendation
of the local répatriation committee been
aceepted by the department, save in two
instances, where the commitiee adviged that
the applications should be turned down.
When the committee’s report was unfavour-
able to the settlement of the soldier, the
depzrtment accepted it, but when the com-
mittes’s report was favourable to the pro-
pesition, the departmental inspeetor has
almost always turned it down. The work
of these committees in counnection with such
settlement is simply so much wasted effort,

The Minister for Education: Are you re-
ferring to Wagin?

Hon, H. STEWIART: Yes. The following
is o letter received by the secretary of the
local repatriation committee of 'Wagin from
the controller of the Soldiers Settiement
Schome, regarding the application of a Mr,
W. H. Bevan— .

July Tth, 1919. I have received your
appliecation on behalf of the above re-
turned soldier for the sum of £2,510, and
I regret to inform you that this amount
is quite outside the scope of the scheme,
which aims to setfle individual soldiers
at from £1,200 to £1,500. This amount
shiould include the purchase of land with
- stoek and machinery. It will therefore
be necessary for Mr., Bevan to submit
an application more in confermity with
the lines of assistance,

Undonbtedly that i3 a large sum. The
board consider in mome cdses that there is
ample security in the property, and taking
into congideration the stock, plant and
machinery which go with it, and their
knowledge of the man, they say the men
recommended ean make good. The reply
of the department in this case is that the
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property in question is too big to be con-
sidered by the scheme. The note from the
secretary of the local repatriation commit-
tee, who is an fait with the Discharged
Soldiers Settlement Aect, is as follows—

This statement gbout maximum ex-
penditure is ineorrect according to the
Premier and is not warranted either by
the Act or regulations. If the land in
thig distriet is not worth 30s. an acre with
improvements, the unimproved value must
be extremely small

Ag Mr. Bevan was not able to get ihat
property be applied for Mr. Maller’s pro-
perty, the latter settler having to leave the
distriet for family reasons, This property
comprised 941 acres, 831 of which were
fenced with six wires and sheep proof. The
price of the property was £350 and there
was a mortgage of £246 with the Apricul-
tural Bank to be taken over. The Con-
troller of Repatriation writes to the District
Inspector at Narrogin— )

I shall be pleased if you will inspect
this and let me have your report and re-
commendation at your very earliest.

To the hon. secretary of the local repatria-
tion committee, Wagin, the Controller
writes— :

The above is a copy of instructions
issuned "to the distriet inspector. I should
ba pleased to receive your committes’s re-
port on this application at your very
earliest.

Later on this leiter was received by the
local committee—

Re Mr. W. H. Bevan, in reply to your
letter of the 24th ult., No. 645/18, I have
to advise you that our lands committee
have reported -as follows—‘*We have to
report that we have not inspeeted the
block but know that the present owner’s
reasons for desiring to leave are purely
family ones. ¥rom particulars furnished
by the Department we estimate the im-
provements, including £50 equivalent for
the water supply, at £433, allowing about
£80 for the unimproved value of home-
stead and about £80 rents paid on the
C.P. leagses the value with improvemecnts
would be approximately £593. In owr
opinion the proposition is a good ome from
the grazing point of view, and we
strongly recommend the application, and
knowing the applicant we are of opinion
that he would he suceessful provided
provision is made for a stoclk advance.’’
Jn adopting this report my committee
presume the applieant is making arrange-
ments for stock and necessary implements.
Yours faithfully, hon. sec.

Later on thig letter was received hy M.
Bevan—

With reference to yonr application for
assistance to purchase Mr. G. Maller’s
property, I regret to inform you that in
view of the unfavourable report the Board
is unable to approve of same. - The reporta
indieate that the property is not a living

proposition for a soldier, and that the.

price demanded is considerably in excess
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- of its. value. The Board will be pleased
to consider any further proposition that
you submit,

Hon. J. Ewing:
rect.

Hon. H. STEWART: In the first instance
the price was too high, and the committee
said the assets. were quite good emongh, and
in the seeond place the committee said the
price was well below the maximum permis-
sible, and the inspector said a man could not
make a living from it and that the property
was too small. This scheme for an extended
settlement of people on the land, which the
Premier is bringing in, is similar to that
which he brought in before, and it will result
ip, trouble unless there is & reorganisation of
the Agricultural Department to meet the re-
quirements, and unless it is seen that all the
officers of that department are efficient. At
present the officers of the department are un-
able to give advice whieh is sound and which
¢an be relied upon by all those engaged in
the agricultural industry who require it. - The
instances I have quoted are sufficient to show
that the local committees are not gotting the
consideration they deserve. Mr. Allen indi-
cated that the Government should help in es-
tablishing new businesses and avenues for
men who could not be dealt with under the
Discharged Soldiers Settlement Aet and the
returned soldier settlement scheme. The
Minister for Repatriation has laid it down
that there is no case which cannot be dealt
with under the Act. In my opinion the set-
tlement of men in some business is the par-
ticular sphere of operation for these loezal
ecommittees, In gome cases, if a man were to
he properly treated, it would take a long
time to establish him under the usuval pre-.
cedure, whereas these local commitices with
the funds they have raised could save all that
delay, and as individuals of the State, ve-
deem the promises made by the leaders of the
people. These places are raising their own
monegy as well. Next month in Wagin we
ghall he devoting a day towards the raising
of from £300 to £500 to auvgment the re-
torned soldiers’ fund., Out of that fund we
can advanee money to put men into a busi-
ness, because the letter of the law will not
allow certain cases to be dealt with, Per-
haps that money will be refunded by the
Tederal authoritics later on, or perhaps it
will not be refunded. If the people in the
ont-back districts raise money through their
local committees to deal with special eases,
which will overcome many of the difficulties
that at present exist, they shonld be allowed
to do so. Bhould their assistance rot he ac-
eepted in land settlement also?

Hon, A. H. Panton: That is the respon-
sibikity of the Government.

Hon, H. STEWART: The Government can-
not deal with everything. Can any legal en-
actment cover every case? It is a very little
matter to deal with exceptional cases
promptly by the means I have put forward.
Whilst those people are helping in this man-
ner and .doing things which the Repatriation

That is absolutely incor-
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authorities cannot do without reference to
Senator Millen becanse they are bound by
regulations, there is all the more reason for
the State to retain the services of these local
committees, who have proved their bona fides
in such a substantial way. I would quote
one way in which some of these local com-
mittees have raised money. Some time ago
in spme of the Great Southern towns the
picture shows ware rur by private enterprise.
In the case of Albany, EKatanning, Wagin,
and Narrogin these are now run by loeal
committees for returned soldiers, Formerly
they were run by the Returned Soldiers As-
sociation, which bad no Government recog-
nition. From these sourees about £250 annu-
ally is raised in Wagin. Immigration .has
heen touched on by Mr, Sanderson in con-
nection with ex-goldiers coming out from
Eugland. 1 hope when these men come here
they will not be sent out to new conditions
and or land where many of them will have
to live in misery and probably end in being
clussed as unsuccessful farmers., If these
men are sent ouf here with so much money
per head which is found by the British Gov-
ernment, they should be given 12 months’
experience, that is, the season round on some
other property, in order that they might see
what work should be done and how it should
he done. At the end of that time they should
be in a position to start on their own hold-
ings with their capital intaet and with very
much better chances of sueceeding.

Hon. J. Ewing: They are to come here at
the rate of 12,000 a year.

Hon, H. STEWART: It beboves the
people in the different districts, and the Gov-
ernment to eco-operate with them to bring
about a better state of affairs than at pre-
sent exists with regard to the difficulties
which faece motherhood in the out-back places.
So far, the Government have been most un-
sympathetic where without great expemnditure
they could have rendered a considerable
amount of help. I refer to the lack of faeili-
ties afforded by the telephone department of

. the railway service, which could be given in

enses .of emergency along gome distant lines.
I plead for fuller consideration on the part
of the ,Government and the department in
thiz matter. T was very much struck by the
extract read by Mr. Sanderson in which the
Premier is reported to have said—

I have been through the Darling
Ranges—
The PRESIDENT: Ts the hon, member

reading from ‘‘Hansard’’$

Hon. H. STEWART: I apologise. Mr.
Sanderson referred to the fact that a certain
gontleman in a highly responsible position in
this Statc made the remark that the Govern-
ment ghould guarantee the productivity of
the soil. Tt was not Mr. Sonderson
who said  that the Government should
do it; it was someone in a ‘high
and  important position, A little later
on T hope to give instances to show that ver-
bal assurances were given guaranteeing the
productivity of the seil, but no one has been
able to realise those assurances which were
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given either by the Government or by Gov-
ernment officials. The result is that to-day
there are many ruined and broken-hearted
men and women, Altheough I say these ¢asea
of injustice and hardship have taken place in
connection’ with land settlement and Govern-
ment engineering schemes, I am a firm be-
liever in the future of this State, and par-
tieularly in the expansion of the agrieultural
industry. I firmly believe that with & re-
organised Agricultural Department and a
sound and systematic policy of encourage-
ment of the agricultural industry, that in-
stead of & production from the soil totalling
10 millions annually, as is at present the case,
in another 10 years that will be doubled, but
it will not' be doubled if better measures are
not followed than ' those which are being
adopted at the present time. The remarks of
other hon. members point to the same con-
clugsion, The two main features in the Gover-
nor’s Speech are the financial position of the
State and how to improve it. There is a con-
sensus of opinion that this ean only be done
by inereased production. ‘This, as I have
already indicated, I believe will follow on
increased settlement under a well organised
Agricnltural Department and a moderd policy.
Another important point is the abatement
of the industrial unrest so that post-war pro-
blems may be adequately dealt with. That
abatement of industrial unrest ean 'in my
opinion be dealt with in 'two ways. The
firat is by inereased production and the second
by raising the standard of the comfort of
living. With regard to increased production,
that is, production generally, T have read a
good deal and have thought a good deal
about it, and L ean see no reason, with the
experience we have of the great success of
the Ford motor car works and of Lord Lever-
hulme and the achievements of big institu-
tions in connection with profit sharing—I ean
sec o adequate reasoms against legislation
being introduced in favour of ecompulsory
profit sharing. I may startle hon. members by
that anuouncement, but T makc it in all
soberness. There is no doubt about it that
many hon. members do not believe in Govers-
ment contred of industrial establishments. I
sabmit only what has Dbeen proved, and it
is that if we have industrial profit sharing,
then we have the full incentive to work to
combat the arguments of those who favour
slowing down, Later on I propose to elabor-
ate somewhat on that question. We cannot
perhaps sce a complete way of overcoming
all the diffienlties, but if we can see a move
which will have the effect of alleviating the
position and leading to an improvement, we
should have recourse to it. If there is not
a panacea for all illa, that fact is not a
sufficient argument against adopting methods
which will have the effeet ¢f bringing about
a great improvement. It is, in my opiniom,
infinitely more diffienlt te introduce legis-
Iation in conneetion with price fixing which
will have the effect of achieving the ohject
that those who bring it in have in view, It
wonld be easier to bring about a beneficial
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. result by means of compulsory profit sharing,
Wie all listened with attention and interest to
the speech delivered by Mr. Dodd. The
motion whieh that hon. member has placed
on the Notice Paper is, I take it, an indi-
cation of what he believes will considerably
improve the existing state of affairs. = With
certain reservations, I agree with the hon.
‘member that benefits will result. With regard
to the present Government, I have already in-
dicated that their price fixing measure will
probably prove extremely diffielt and will
fail to achieve the object they have in view.
Let us sce the remedies which have been
suggested by the Australian Labour party.
Reading from their platform two of their
proposals are the taxation of land, a gradu-
ated income tax with a £250 exemption, Then
nnder ‘¢ Industrial’’ they have a six-hour day
and a five-day week, That part of their plat-
form is c¢overed by the letter (a). I need mot
bother about (b) and (e). The letter (d)
deals with the right to work, What I have
always thought about Awustralia is that the
man who wants to work never need go hungry.

Hon. J. Cornell: I wish you meant it.

Hon, H. STEWART: I do not think we
have had a helpful suggestion from the Aus-
tralinn Labour party as to how we can remedy
the industrial unrest whilst increasing the
standard of comfort and increasing produe-
tion also. The reason why I am taken with
the principle of compulsory profit sharing is
that to the pecple as a whole we can offer
every inducement to produce to the fullest
extent, and in that direction, T think, the
people of Australia can hold their own with
anyone in the world. In connection with the
Government proposals for vigorous land
settlement 1 want to call the attention of
hon, membera to some of the things which
have oceurred in parts of the provinee
T represent. In four different electorates of
that province there are communities eomposed
of settlers than whom a better type could not
be found in any community. Yet these un-
fortunate people have suffered and are ruined.
Let me refer firat of all to the Torbay-
Grassmere drainage scheme, Prior to 1913
there were 475 acres under erop and 70 set-
tlers ocenpied areas there. The Government
comploted the drainage scheme which was
going to improve conditions for the people.
That scheme was carried out in 1913.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Was it not initiated in
19139

Hon. H. STEWART: I do not know when
it wae initiated, but aceording to the evi.
dence given before the Royal Commission on
Agricultore what T am going fo relate took
place in 1913 John Charles Henry Hwert,

market gardener, Torbay Junction, gave evi-

dence as follows:—

L bonght the land withont any improve-
ments on it for about £450. In 1910 1
got very little crop, and in 1811 T had
17 acres in and took off £380 worth of
produce. In 1912, off 15 acres T took
£360 worth of preduce.

[GOUNGIL.)

He was then asked why he eould not make
& living now and the answer e gave was—
In 1913 T was flooded out and the Govern
ment estimate that I lost £500. T loat 1]
acres of potatoes and 2 acres of cabbage
on one oceasion. The drainage was dons
in 1913 when the flood gates were put in
That is what caused the loss. The watal
is run past my land and the water de

- posits minerals on the land. TUntil the

first rains we cannot grow anything.
Since the completion of that scheme, instead
of 475 amecres being under cultivation thewe
are barely 70, and inatead of there being Tt
settlers I doubt whether there are more thar
seven. Instead of a special engine and
trucks being run out there fromn Albany te
trangport the produce to the metropolitur
markets the engine and the trucks are else
whare,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What did the schen
cost?

Hon. H. STEWART: Prior to the schem
being inaugurated either the Public Werk:
Departingnt or the Iands Department used
to allow £14 per annum to the settlemen
to scoop ont the bhar where the natura
drainage system passes to the sea &
Torbay Inlet, and once it was scoopal
out the matural =scour kept the ha
open for the remainder of the season
Since the scheme was completed, it has cos
the Government £100 per annum for super
vision and for scooping out that sand har
and the bar ecloses again in from two day
(minimum) to 17 days (maximumn) afte
the opening has been made. They haw
spent £15,000 eapital, and have now ¢
greater annual expenditure by about sever
times than they had bhefore the scheme wa
inaugurated, The settlers have, to a larg
oxtent, been drivenm away and have had t
find other means of earning a livelihood—
lumping at Albany or working on the per
manent way—until something is done to re
lease their land from the flood water causec
by the scheme, or until some other arrange
ments are made for them., It is bad enoug!
for such a scheme to have been inangurated
but is not it far worse that this has beer
allowed to go on year after year withou
something heing done fo ameliorate the eon
ditions of the settlers and that their produe
should be lost to the State? Since the resnl
of the scheme has proved worse than the con
ditions which previously existed, it would b
better to revert to the position of 1913 thm
leave the place as it is. Having visited thi
district, T believe there is a solution of th
difficulty. If certain steps are taken eval
now, the condition of the settlers can b
made better than it was prior to the inang
uration of the scheme,

Hon. J. Cornell: Someome in the Publi
Works Department, or in the Public’ Service
ghonld be sacked.

- Hon. H. STEWART: The interjection i
very much to the point. I hope the Govern
ment will deal with this matter promptly
There are three places—EKulin, Kukerin an
Ongernp—where people were settled to gros
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wheat, There are but few settiers at On-
gernp now. At Kulkerin, where land was sold
as first class and where, under the guidance
of the Agrieultural Department, the settlers
tried to grow wheat on improved methods,
the average production of that so-colled
firat. class ltaud has been between five
and six buoshels over a period of . four
or five years, and some of the sea-
gsons hoave been normal. The land, the
+ methods of =settlement, and the advice
given to those settlers were bad. These peo-
ple are suffering an injustice. At Kulin, as
in many other places,.there were light land
and forest land. The progress report of the
Royal Commission on the agrieultural indus-
try points out that a great mistake was made
by officials in advising, as alse did the pres-
ent Premier, the poliey of clearing the lighter
land, which was cheaper, and then, with the
profits made, clearing the forest country,
which was better land. T know. from my
own experience that the Commissioner of the
Wheat Belt has never been in favonr of that
policy. Ten years ago, in comnection with
my own farming operations, his advice on
lines of general policy was to the contrary,
and T have proved it to be sound. There is
no doubt this information was given to the
settlers, The Kulin gettlers went on the land
with capital, ¢leared the light land, and their
average crops have been under gix bushels.
Those records cover 3,000 acres, some of
which has been eropped from one to four
times. If it had been anything like reas-
onable land, it camiot be said to have heen
over-eropped. ©On the average the same land
wonld not have been cropped more than
twice, Therefore, if land farmed Aduring the
last. four years will not average six bushels,
even nnder methods approved and advised by
the departinent, the settlsrs concerned are de-
serving of our sympathy. - They have been
sold a pup. Tt i3 impossible for them to
make good. In Januvary last they presented
a memorandum pointing out the.justice of
their claims to consideration. The memor-
andum asking that the matter be investigated
by the Minister or his officials, was sent to
the then Premier, and I believe it has heen
bronght before the notice of eack suceeeding

Premier, But what has been the resultd
Beven clear wmonths have gone and
nothing has been done. It is of no

use to the ‘State, or to the settlers, to
go on cropping that land under assist-
ance from the Industries Assistance Board
when they have been able to get less than a
fix bushel return. What is the alterna-
tive? The Wheat DBelt Commissioner has
advised them to leave that land for grazing
and to clear the forest land, but they can-
not get advances. They are ruined men.
There is another community at Kukerin and
another at Ongerup whose unfortunate posi-
tion is due to no fanlt of their own. Better
settlers ecannot be fonnd anywhere. T want
the Government to give attemntion. to such
matters as these, If members want further
evidence, I c¢an show them the memorandum
sent to the Premier in which the settlers
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asked for a revaluation of their land, and
for the rent, paid in excess, to be credited
to the Industries Assistance Board. Is not
that fair? T think it is a rcasonable re-
guest. But, to my Knowledge, it has not
received consideration. I wish to see a pro-
gressive policy for the settlement of our
people on the land, and & reorganisation of
the Department of Aprienlture with trained
men and, when I say trained men, T mean
it. Tn other countries it has been proved,
alike in industrial and agricultural aetivi-
ties, that it is impossible to make anything
like covsiderable progress without expert
advice. I want to see an agricultural col-
lege established to train men who can go
out with a real message to the farmers, 1
want the men who go out to the farmers not
to talk vague general prineiples, but, having
learnt from research in a well-equipped agri-
cultural college, to teach the farmer how to
grow five bushels more than he is growing
to-day, and how to fatten livestock in the
moest economical way. T must speak planly.
The Department of Agriculture has over 100
officers, 53 eclerical, 10 technical, and the
balance are called general. What are the
qualifications for a man to take the position
as expert? Some practical experience. In
the second progress report of the Royal Com-
miggion, we find the following evidence given
on oath, the witness being' John Mowforth,
farmer, of Teorbay Junction—

In regard to potato crops and in the
matter of Irish blight, T was making a
good living before the department stepped
in. Three years ago Irish blight occurred
and Mr. Bratby, the poétate expert, ad-
visad that it was necessary to root ap the
crop, spray the land, and not crop that
land again for another three years. I did
this, but one of my neighbours retused to
do it and he did well. I destroyed about
£300 worth of potatoes. Dr: Stoward came
along afterwards—

Dr. Stoward, whose dismissal by the Gov-
ernment this House deprecated, was ousted
throngh the indirect machinations of an offi-
cer in the Public Service tor whom I referred
in an earlier session, an officer who has been
continually eropping up and to whem you,
Sir, referred as a stormy petrel, causing
trouble wherever he went, trouble which was
prejudicial to the State. Dr. Stoward was
the man who knew and all trained people
were preparedl to aceept his credentials.
—Dr. Stoward came along afterwards and
advised that the instructions we had re-
" ceivod from Mr, Bratby were all rot, and
that it was not necessary to destroy the
erops. Some potatoes which were left in
the ground, germinated and gave me a
good crop. ’
In most instances a pathologist is needed to
detect these fungoid disenses. The other day
we had an instanee of potatoes having been
condemned and some of the same arop were
a0 fine that they were placed on cxhibition in
Sandover’s window, The explauation of the
Minister was that the officar who had con-
demnned the vest of the erop was most astute,
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in not notifying for what disease they were
condemned; that he isolated the potatoes,
and that a disease was found in them in the
pathological laboratory. Was it Irish blightt
I think I have indicated, so far as the time
permits, that there is great neceassity for re-
organisation in the Agricultural Department
andl in connection with land settlement, But
before we ean put in the men who know, we
much have the men who know, as has been
demonstrated right up to the hilt in the
United States; and we must train them our-
selves for our own conditions. We capnot
do until we have the proper institution.
Ameriea in 1862 voted £168,000 per annum
for agricultural colleges. To-day America is
appropriating nearly 12 millions sterling for
agricultural investigation and research, Of
course this country is not the United States,
and I do not expect any such expenditure
here. But the United States started in 1862,
and it took a long time to learn what was
the proper thing to do. They had the type
of college to be found in our Eastern Btates,
such as Roseworthy, Dookie, and Hawkes-
bury, at whiech the principles of agriculture
are taught, but vocational trairing and
manual dexterity are unduly stressed. After
decades of experience of those colleges, the
Americans have serapped those methods, In
America they say it ia aect necessary to send
a boy from a farn into s college for voea-
tional training, They teach the boy from tlie
farm the fundamental prineiplezs npon which
results depend. For the city boy, however,
they provide voecational training before he
gradnates by sending himn to some well man-
aged farm for practical experience. In mo
case, however, is 2 man regarded as qualified
until he has both scientific knowledge and
practical training. The result of this great
improvement in the teaching of agriculture
in America has been during the last 15 yearn
an annual inerease in agricultural produets
of 90 millions sterling for an annual appro-
priation of about 12 million pounds on agri-
enltural edueation and research, Is not thata
good result? Of those who actually go to
the ecolleges in Iowa and to the Wisconsin
University, the percentage going right back
on the farmas is froem 55 to 60, and the total
engaging in agricoltural work is 95 per cent.
Thosa who do not go on to farms go inte
agricultural! departments, federal, State, or
eounty, and into establishments for agrieul-
tural education. I eontend that if we go the
right way about it we can double our agri-
enltural production in ten years. The more
we expand the greater will be our ratio of
prodnction, and the more people we shall be
able to settle. TUnder such eonditions de-
velopment will inerease by leaps and bounda.
Again, some of the men who pass throngh
the American agrieultural colleges hecome
agricultural editors; and one does not find
in America the type of man who, through
the columins of the Press, sets himself up as
an anthovity for all the different parts of
the State, in respect of what they should do
and what they should produce, while pos-
sessing perhaps little better qualification
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for the task than a facils pen and book
knowiedge. In America a field has been
found for men capable of writing on agri-
cultural subjects. Another phase of the
question is that men, after years of hard
labour on farms, attain a position when they
are able to build a home, but instead of
building it on the farm build it in the city.
That is not as it should be. Ameriea has
learned to put a preminm on the develop-
ment of farmers. In Australin the son of
the successfnl farmer or pastoralist goes to
the university for a higher education in law
or medicine or engineering. In many cases
he practises the profession only for a short
time, and then returns to the family holding.
That represents a great economic waste.
With a proper agrieultural education there
should be an agrienltural degree, and young
men of the type I have indieated would not
be devoting themselves for years to work
whieh is of no practical advantage to them
ultimately, Now let me draw attention to
some of the recommendations of the Royal
Commissien on agriculture. One was the
establishment of an agrienltural college,
which I bave already stressed, While in the
Eastern States I was pleased to hear from
the Vietorian Minister for Agricultare that
the agrienltural superintendent of the Vie-
torian  Department of Agriculture, Mr.
A. B. V. Richardson, M.A., B.8Se¢.,, formerly
of Roseworthy and the Adelaide University,
was to be brought over here shortly by our
Government to confer with the commitiee ap-
pointed in connection with the establishment
of an agricultural college. I had the privi-
lege of meeting Mr. Richardson, and I hope
that his adviee will receive great weight. He
has spent a considerable time in the United
States and Canada, and has published a very
valuable digest of agrieultural progress
there. That publication is such as to stamp
him as a man of outstanding ability and as
a keen and correct observer, In order that
hon. members may realise the vdlue of the
man who i§ coming here to advise ug, I will
quote an extract from the Experimental Sta-
tion Record of the United States Department
of Agriculture, Volume 40, No. 2:—

Two reports have recently come to hand
which are worthy of special mention. One
of them is a report by Mr, A, E, V. Rich-
ardson, Agricultural Superintendent in the
Victorian Department of Agriculture, and
records the results of a personal study of
agriculteral institutions in this eountry and
Canada on a six months’ mission. It is
a highly intelligent and aceurate exposi-
tion of the American view of agrienltural
edncation and the gpirit and motive of
agricultural institutions. Tt is apprecia-
tive not only of what has been accom-
plished but of what has been passed
-throngh in the process of development.
Mr, Richardson writes as one wWho hag seen
and understands; and who has weighed the
fesults as now exhibited in. full light of
their evolution. This gives him advantage
in making applications to his own country,
and adds force and <onviction to his re-
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commendations. . Incidentally the compari-
gons he makes throw an interesting light
on conditions at present prevailing in Vie-
toria, which in many respects parallel in
opportunity the situation in this country
before our system of agricultural advance-
ment bad been put well under way.
Special interest naturally centres in the
applications of his stondies to Vietoria,
He explains that one great advantage
which has eome in America is a strong
national sentiment towards agricultural
edneation and agricnltural development,
which is lacking as yet in bis country. He
lays very atrong emphagis on agricultural
eduncation, considered broadly, us an es-
sentinl basis for development. He says,
‘‘The only way to secure 2 genuine and
permanent increase in output from the
fand is to improve the farming methods
of the country and apply the teachings of
science to its agricultural production. Inm
other words, the problem of agricultural
development resolves itself wnltimately into
the problem of agricultural education.
That is the clear lesson of experience in
all the great agricultural coumtries of the
world.”’ A lesson cited from American
experience ig that ‘“no matter from what
angle the problem of -agricnltural educa-
tion be viewed, it resolves itself ultimately
into the problem -of providing a sufficiency
of trained teachers, agrieultural special-
ists, and extension workers, and using them
as units in an organised scheme of instrue-
tion, investigation, and extension.’’ It
took thia country a generation or more to
learn this; but it is one of the most fun-
damental lessons out of our experience, and
it wiil be a saving of time and disappoint-
ment if it can be profited by in newer
countries.
I have already tried to stress that we could
save 4 generation if we benefited by the les-
sons which have been learned in conmnection
with agricultnral edueation and investiga-
tion in America. The University of Mel-
bourne, I learn, has asked for the appoint-
ment of gix trained investigators at a salary
of £300 per annum. There were formerly s
good many students of agriculture at that
vniversity, and the nwmber of graduates
rose to twelve, becanse it was anticipated
that there would be work for them when they
had completed their course. The Vietorian
Department of Agriculture, however, refnsed
to employ those graduates except at an
amount that would have to be paid to a farm
labourer in Victoria. The number of agri-
caltnral students at the vniversity immedi-

ately fell off. The Governinent were offering -

£140 per annum to those gradonates, who had
to pass in 24 subjects, The war broke out,
and all but two of the graduates enlisted.
The remaining two in the meantime have
made good in such a way that whenever they
make public statements to eongresses of
farmera in various parts of Victoria those
statements are quoted in the daily Press ex-
tensively. Of the men who went to the Front
three were not allowed to go inte the
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trenches because their servieces in connection
with munitions were too valuable, One was

. very soon a colonel and another a major.

The other fire made the supreme sacrifice;
but of those three to whom the Agriculfural
Department of Vietoria would not pay more
than £140, all are now drawing salaries of
over £500 a year. It is of no use our own
TUniversity turning out graduates to qualify
by applying science to industry wvnless the
State department encouragea those men. It
is of no wse our having a free uwiversity
and turning out graduates to go fo America
or somewhere elge; we vequire to utilise them
here, and the way to do it iz to provide
cadetships in the agrieulture or enginecring
departments of Government for those who,
by their mere graduation, have shown that
they possess certain ability and training.
Becanse a man has graduated is not to say
that he has a type of brain for which a
ready avenue can be found in practical in.
dustry, but other positions such as research
shonld be available where his work. will be
beneficial to rroduction, I do mot want if
thought T belicve that beecause a man has
had education he is all right. There are
many men who, without any educational ad-
vantages, have surpassed almost the most
brilliant of educated men. But I say that
almost any man who has hot had educational
advantages would have been even better with
them. But if a man is to qualify in any
of those courses he must have a certain
standard of intellectual ability, and unless
the departments rccognise that they must
untilise science in conmection with such prae-
tical work as agrieulture and engineering it
is of no use our going to the expense of es-
tablishing such university courses, T have
no <loubt that, many years ago, the medieal
profession had just as imuch opposition to
put up with in getting legal recognition for
the trained man who had done the mnecessary
course, and that before that legal recogni-
tion was given the man who in the early
stages did train felt great difficulty in com-
bating the prejudices which existed at that
time in favour of the man who had acquired
his knowledge by experience. I have pointed
out that the Royal Commission on Agricul-
ture which sat in this State recommended
the appointment of a permanent hoard of
aghiculture free from Parliamentary con-
trol and also the establishment of an agri-
cultural ecollege, together with the appoint-
ment of a director ex officio on the board of
agriculture, Another recommendation made
by the Royal Commission was made also by
the joint committee of the University, the
Agrieultural. Department and the Edueation
Department in reference to agrieultural edu-
cation, This report which F have here is
very valuable and I can commend it to those
who have not already perused it, Both the
bodies to which I have referred stressed tha
necesgity for the departmeut utilising the
knowledge of the trained graduates, and
for the republication of the ‘*Journal of
Agriculture,”’ in order that by its means the
results of work being done on the State ox-
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perimental farms, and bulletina of informa-
tion from the departmental officers, should
be sent down to the farms. On the 1lth
May of last year I moticed in the daily
Press n paragraph to this effect—

During the discussion at a meeting of
the Parliamentary National party on
Thavaday afternoon the question of the
dutics on agricultural machinery was dealt
with. Yesterday the Acting Premier (Mr.
Colebateh) stated that he had despatehed
the following telegram to the Fremier
(Mr. H. B. Lefroy}, in Sydney, ‘‘Party
meeting  yesterday stromgly wurged you
bring before the Premiers’ Conference in
the interests of primary industries, the
necessity for requesting the Prime Minis-
tor to honour the undertaking given te the
National party to remove or reduce the

doty on agricultural maehinery and re-

quirements.’’
In view of this, on the 25th November, I
asked this question in the House—

1, What has been the result of the wire -

to the Premier at Sydney on the 10th May
1918, by you asking him to urge the Pre-
miers’ Conference to request the Prime
Minister to honour the wndertaking of the
National party to remove or reduce the
doty on agricultmral maehinery and re-
quirements? 2 If there has been no re-
sult will the Government promptly urge
the Federal Government to honour the nn-
dertaking?
I was surprised at the answer received, for
it put on me the onus of proving that the
undertaking was given. This was quite un-
called for. If the Government at a meeting
of the National party learned that the party
wanted the Acting Premier to wire to the
Premier to have this undertaking of the
Prime Minister’s honoured, surely the Aet-
ing Premjer would not have wired to the
Premier unless he was satisfied that such an-
dertaking had been given by the Prime Min-
ister. If the leader of the House can give
any information further than that which he
did give, namely, that the matter was re-
ferred by the Premier to the Aecting Prime
Minister, and a reply was received to the
effect that the Prime Minister knew nothing
of such promise, T shall be glad te have if.
The Minister, in his reply te my question,
added—

If the hon. member has any specifie
grounds for believing that such an under-
taking was given, and if he will submit
evidence of it to the Government, further

representations will be made to the Acting

Prime Minister.

I am making further répresentations mnow,
namely, that ie should give me the grounds
he bad for accepting the statement of ihe
National party meeting that the undertaking
had been given by the Prime Minister, and
I should like him to move the Government
to go on with' the matter. Apropos of my
atatemernt in regard to trained men in the
Agricultural Department, and, as bearing
out all T have said, we find that the Royal
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Commission on Agrienlture, in their first pro-
gress report, recommended as follows:—

Inspectors acting for departments giving
agsistance to farmers should be practical
men with a thorongh knowledge of agrienl-
ture, able to discuss with and advise the
farmer on the many problems that con-
front him. Candidates for these positions
should have to pass an examining board
Jefore being appointed, '

It ghows that the Commission found that in
many instances the settlers were not given
the adviee which they should have got. I
algo wish to draw attention to another recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission to the
effect that the income tax assessments of
producers should be on the basis of crop re-
torns extending over three years. It must
be remembered that agriculturists and pas-
toralists are dependent on the season, and
not on a fixed income. On page 8 of their
first progress report the Royal Cominissioners
point ont that in their opinion the Agrieul-
tural Department had failed to make good.
They say—

A most unsatisfactory feature, too, has
been the failure of the Department of Ag-
rieultnre to cope with the situation as it
developed. The evidence in this connee-
tion is emphatic. In every centre repre-
sentative men held that the Department of
Agriculture had been of little or no service
to the seleetors. Surely the authorities
must have known that he amateur settlera
required the guiding hand of experience.

What I want to do is to bring about a better
state of affairs, We cannot do that vntil we
train our own men here in research work and
let them. learn the lesson peculiar to the
conditions of a new country and then go out
and preach it. It is of no uwse eoming here
and telling us what is dome in Vietoria.or
in the United States, except on general lines,
and we want detailled experimental! work
with definite results. Take the question of
that malles land. Exaept it were done un-
der the instrugctions of a Minister, nohody
would survey a block in sueh fashion that
it would inelude definite proportions of first,
gsecond, and third-class land. I am not
aware that anyone in this State knew that
the mallec land would give such poor resnlts,
But what the Government can do now is to
give thase people another opportunity. With-
ont compenesation they can provide those peo-
ple with some-other lands, put them on to
better country and so help to alleviate the
mistakes that have been made. In their re-
port on malles lands, the members of the
Royal Commission state on page 8 of the
first progress report—

The mixed and patehy eountry in fhis
State has opened ont hefore settlers an
endless variety of problems to be sur-
mounted before success can be achieved.
The various poisons, the Wodgil land, the
Mallee land, the -treacherous Morrel coun-
try, the metbods of cultivation and the
choice of seeds, are all instances where
much good money, priceless time and
lahour have been hopelessly lost. The set-
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tlers, in brief, have up to the present, con-
ducted a vast experimental farm for the
benefit of the State and posterity.
This has been the position in many instances.
We can learn in any sphere of work much
from the mistakes that are made just as from
the suecesses achieved. The many unfortun-
ate happenings to our settlers have remained
an uasset to the State, in that those failures
have shown other settlers what not to do
and those lands which could not be settled
suceessfully following on the lines adopted.
I deplore the fact that the bulk handling of
wheat system has not yet been inaugurated.
The price of cormsacks haa increased from
fs. 6d. to about 13s. wholesale, and it will
probably rise to 138, whieh is equivalent to
Sd. a buoshel, This should convince hon.
members that if the system had been iraug-
urated a large sum of money would bhave been
saved to the State. With regard to the hand-
ling of our wheat by the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd., I would peint oat that the handling
of wheat in this State is more efficient and
better than in any other Btate of Australia.
The individual wheat farmer in this State will
get o greater return per bushel than the
farmers in the other States, The losses .and
the cost of administration are less here than
elsewhere in the Commonwealth, Each State
pool stands by itself. It is known that the
farmers of this State will get a greater
return per bushel than the farmers in the
other States, becanse of the redueed cost of
administration of the Western Australian
pool. I wish to give one or two illustrations
of achievements in America in the direction
of agricultural cducation and researeh. In
my first speech in thiy Houose I dealt with the
burean of Washington, I am going to do so
apain. Wounderful results have followed the
United Statos as a whole through, its taking
a cerfain course in this direetion. I saw in
last Monday’s paper that the member for
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) recently asked the
Federal Government if the United States
spent money in road econstruction in the eoun-
try distriets. The appropriation in the United
- States for this purpose is vast, and some
millions of money bave been distribnted
throughout the States under three headings.
One-third is allowed on the basis of the length
of mileage of roads in the State, one-third
on the basis of the size of the State, and one-
third on the basis of the population. 'The
Fedaral Governmeut’s appropriation for road
construction was expended as follows: In
1917, five millicn dollars; in 1918, 10 million
dollars; in 1919, 15 million dollars, and the
appropriation for 1920 is 25 million dollars.
Tt is realised that it is in the interests of the
people who arve in the centres of population
that they should have the cheapest form of
trangport in order that they may make thein
profits. The renort T have here states—
Mareover, the concentration of popula-
tion in the cities and town has rendered
of vital imnortance the transportation of
food products for. the cities, and of the
manufactured products from the cities to
the country.
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Dr. Davenport, professor of the Illinois TUni-
versity and of the Agricultural College at-
tached thereto, in deseribing the prineciple of
agriculture in America says—

The main features of agricultural -educa-
tion in Ameriea are the development of
agriculture until it shall be prefitable, pro-
ductive, and permanent, until“the country
districts are comfortable and the rural
people educated. ‘

He also says—
If this development of agricalture were
merely the concern of the farmers we might
leave them to provide for it themselves,
or let matters rest as they are. But in the
final analysis the development of agrieul-
ture ia a public question. The farmera ave
interested, of course, and for selfish reasons,
but aven if they were not interested the
nation should, for public reasons, insist
that the. agnculture should be developed to
the utmost.
As an illustration of the size to which these
agricultural colleges grow and the extent to
whieh they are appreciated, 'I desire to quote
a few figures rélating te a typical agricul-
tural eollege. The eolleges I speak of are of
the smme status and give degress of the same
relative value as dégrees for'other protesslons
in our own universities. Just as is the de-.
gree of doctor or other professional man
recognised when coming from our own col-
leges, so is the degree of agricultural graduate
recognised when he comes from these colleges,
As showing . the influence which must have
been exerted as a result of this agricultural
edoeation in America, I should like to men-
tion two new novels and one magazine article
I have read recently. The first novel I will
refer to is that called the ‘'Butterfly Man.”’
This was an exceedingly good and interesting
novel. The leading character in it, ‘‘The
Butterily Man,’’ was an entymologist. He
was taught entymology by an enthusiast, and
the novel shows the valne of the economie
entymologist. The next publication I wonld
refer to was an article which showed the value
of forestry, in that settlement had been
wrecked through misguided clearing in forest
country. It tells how & storm came and
wrecked a dam, and ruined the whole com-
munity. The magna.te who had grown out of
the settlement was practically arraigned for
manslaughter. He lost his all. Prior to that
a scheme - had been put forward for the
acquisition of the whole proposition, hy
whieh, under a well guided system of forestry
in con]unctlon with agrievlture, more efficient
production was brought about. My third
illustration is that of s book taken from the
Parliamentary library ecalled the ‘‘Brown
Mouse.”” This deals with the Mendellion
theory. Tt showed the value of an agrieultural
cxpert in an agricultural community, what
sué¢h & marp couwld teach, and how he could in-
crease production by organising the agrienl-
furists in the district. The mere fact that
these three publications are put on the market
shows that the public of America, as a result
of this agneultural education have acquired
an interest in matters about which the great
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bulk of .Jur people have a0 knowledge or
appreciation, The '*Brown Mouse’’ deals
particularly with the agricultural college in
Tewa, At this college there was a staff of
55 professors and a total staff of 308 persons.
The number of students who took the course
in 1916 was 7,000. The State of Iowa is a
very prosperous agricultural one and is about
two-thirds of the size of Vietoria. Ita popu-
lation is 214 wmillions, and yet it can run a
university and an agricnltural college with
a staff of 308, and 7,000 students. Thia cel-
lege is now so crowded that it is necessary to
limit the number of admissions. It special-
ises on what is ealled ‘“animal husbandry.’’
Even with the great knowledge of the stock
industry possessed by Mr. ‘Holmes, that hon,
member would, if he were to read the publi-
cation T have here, realise what achievements
this vesearch work had been responsible for.
In normally big seasons I think the wheat
production of Victoria is from 40 million to
50 wilion bushels. This American State of
Town, ares 34,000,000 acres, for the year 1015
produced 320 million bushels of maize, 51%
willion tons of hay, 198 million bushel of
oatg, 16 millicn bushela of wheat, maintained
10 million pigs and four million ecattle, of
which 1% miilion were dairy ecattle. If it
had not been for the organisation of the in-
dustry through this agrieultural education
and research, such an achievement by such a
small population would have been impossible,

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: It is evidence that it
is time we woke up in this State.

Hon, H. STEWART: I quite agree,

Sitting suspendsd from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H. STEWART: At the tea adjourn-
ment I was dealing with the influence that
agrienlture had on the American people as
a whole. 1 now emphasise that in any
policy this Government carries out I hope
an fnitial step will be that they will set
aside endowment lands in different parts of
the State £or agrienltural eduveation and re-
search, Those lands may, at the present
tims, have no appreciable value, but they
will in time to come prove n valuable asget,
and the profits from them counld go towards
agricultural education and research. In re-
ferring to the Towa State agricultural col-
lege, of which I gave particulars, T remarked
that they made a speeiality of animal hus-
bandry, and whereas, according to pages 26
to 29 of Mr. Richardson’s report of agri-
cultural edueation and research,- in the
Tnited States 12 years ago they had only
13 students in animal husbandry, at the
time the report was written there were 125,
and of that number 8% per cent. would go
back direct to the farms, Mr, Allen advo-
cated the centralisation of a distriet high
school. T can leave the Minister for Educa-
tion .to deal with that from an economical
and educational standpoint, but from the
point of view of one interested in agricul-
ture in this State, I think that one of the
great advantages in connection with the
establishment of agricultural high sehools ig
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that they enable conarea to get their educa-
tion without having to go to big centres of
population, where they might be weaned
away from agrieultural pursuits by super-
ficial attractions of city life. There is, in
my opinion, an undoubted tendency- on the
part of the children attending schools in the
City to lose the desire to follow agriculture,
however great that desire may have been
when they first entered those schools. In
the State of Minnesota, which is about the
gizg of Vietoria, they had ten agricultural
high sehools some 10 yeArs ago, while to-day
they huve 186, With regard to agricultural
investigation and research, in the United
States this work is carrvied out beth by col-
leges and by the Federal Department of
Agriculture. Both the Federal Government
and the States engage in the dissemination
of information amongst the actual workers,
There are some 60 research farms in the
United States and they are well distributed.
If we turn to page 49 of Mr. Richardson’s
report we can get some information as to
the results. At the State of Wisconsin ex-
perimental atation, since the Babcock fat
test was invented in 1890 there has
resulted a saving of more than half the
fat which was formerly lost in the skim
milk, and that has meant a saving of 1%
million pounds of butter annually. There
have been also many other achievements and
we can pass on to plant breeding, as a result
of which they give to the farmers—and
these are now being used by the farmers
there—a new pedigreed barley which yields
4.9 bushels per acre more than the best
barley they had previously produced, a
pedigreed oat which gives 9.2 bushels more
per acre than the common varieties, and a
pedigreed rye which yields 35 per eent. more
than the variety previously grown. Then
the elimination of plant digeases also forms
an important part of their work. Summing
up the position, Mr. Richardson says—

After several decades of waiting for
recognition and appreciation the college
has now come into its own. It is erowded
with stndents and finds itself compelled
to create an organisation—the extension
or publicity departmeunt—to ecarry the
truths and the lessons to every farmer’s
back door.

On page 50 we find 15 great achievements
by the State eollege experimental station in
connection with live stock. One is as fol- .
lowg—

It has been demonstrated that self-fed
fattening swine should return as high as
a dollar per head more profit than when
handled in the ordinary hand-fed manner.
With the 10 million hogs that are annu-
ally marketed from Jowa this means an
inereased earning of millions of dollars
per annum,

At that research farm they have bred two
new oats, Jowa 103 and Iowa 105 which
were distributed among Towa farmers. It
is estimated that the increased production
resulting from these varieties has inereased
Iewan production by five bushels per acre.
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In connection with the Départment of Agri-
culture of Washington, which I dealt with
in this House two year$ ago, they have
found that the best disseminating force im
not through bulletins and not through the
Press but through trained men. On page
57 of the same we find some of the results
of their achievements. Tt is stated—
Pleuro pneumonia, which formerly did
" so much damage to catfle in the United
States, has been eradicated.
logses due to cattle tick in the TUnited
States were estimated at 20 millions
sterling, During that year the Bureau
received its first appropriation of £17,000,
which has since been increased to
£130,000. In 10 years the annual losses
were reduced from 20 millions sterling to
eight millions sterling, and 52 per cent.
of the infeeted territory has been com-
pletely cleared of cattle tick.
One great contribution te medical geience
was made by the Bureau of Washington in
connection with tick fever and it was, that
infection could be carried through an "inter-
mediate host. This diseovery opened up a
new field of medical research, which had an
important bearing on malana work., The
United States hds heen entirely freed from
cattle seab, In regard to hog cholera, in
1907 the losses amounted to 14 millions
sterling. In 1913 thodge figures were reduced
to six millions sterling. The preventive
remedy for hog cholera was discovered by
Dr. Dorset, a member of the Bureau, who
demonstrated that the disease was cauged
by a filtrable virns, It is estimated that his
discovery has saved the country millions per
annum. Besides that, an improved method of
working has heen followed in the Tnited
Btates which I think could be inangurated
here at the present time. I refer to farm mah-
agemeit surveys, On page 59 of Mr. Richard-
son’s report we see the results of the work
which has been done by Mr. Spillman, who
was professor in the college of agrieulture in
the State of Washington. It is stated that,
in many instancey science follows pra.e.tme,
practice achieves the result and seience de-
termines the season for it. An old aphoriam
of Huxley’s is that science iz nothing but
trained organised common sense. Mr. Spill-
man inangurated a system by which he made
a management survey of the different farms
in the district. Some men would be getting
a 40 bushel average and others from 10 to
15, The trained investigator made inquiries
into the various methods of cultivation and
harvesting and then tabulated the results,
from which he dréw conclugions. In ome in-
stance where this was done he found in one
distriet, comprising good and bad farms, that
six of the farmers were getting good results
by following the best practice and that they
did not know the reasons for those good re-
sults. The investigations were such that he
could then ‘go to the bad farms and tell them
what to do. The result of the investigations
was the appointment of what are known as
county agents. The county agents are pro-
vided . for by parliamentary appropriation,

In 1908 the
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State and’ Federal, and by the county auth-
orities, and in each district the agent carries
out the class of work inaugurated by Mr.
Spillman, Potent results have beem aob-
tained. The outcome of these methods indi-
cates that in the United States, prior to the
inanguration of this system of farm man-
agement surveys, they had, like us, good
and bad farmg;, and by this class of investi-
gation they raised the average of production,
It seems to me that we ean get similar re-
sults: An illustration of this is found on
page 65 of Dr, Richardson’s report, dealing
with Broome County, New York, It states—

It was found that the labour income of -
the farmers, i.e., the’ net income after in-
terest on ecapital and depreciation costs
were deducted, averaged £70 per annum,
and that it varied from £10 to £290 per
annum, That is to say, the labour income
from the best farms was £290, while that
of the worst farms wag but £10. This gave
a fine opportunity for assistance, and the
county agent was able to do mueh valu-
able work amongst those farmiers whose
labour inecomes were below the average,
Apricultural conditions in the county
rapidly improved. The Secretary of the
Cinghamton Chamber of Commerce des-
cribed what had been done in his county
before a national meeting of the Chambers
of Uommerce of the United States. The
buginess men of the Chamber immediately
‘saw a chance of co-operating with the local
anthorities for the betterment of farming.
Mr. Rosenwald, of Chicago, was so im-
pressed with the work that he offered
1,000 dollars to each of the first 100 coun-
ties who organised similar work, and
hinted that there wad a private fund of
1,000,000 dollars to back such work. Many
counties immediately fook advantage of
the offer and instailed county agents.

The result of that beginning was that
£250,000 was raised by a private fund and
then the State and Federal authorities joined
in. A noteworthy peint in Dr. Richardson’s
report was the development of markets un-
der the bureaun of agriculture, which showed
that the cost of the middleman was made up
of two things, profit and waste, and infor-
mation was disseminated so promptly and
extensively that it was possible: to eliminate
a large proportion of the waste, leaving fo
the middleman his profits, and so improving
the return to the agriculturists. In conclud-
ing my remarks on agricultural edueation, I
wish to read the paragraph from the ‘‘BEx-
perimental Station Reecord,’’ U.8.A,, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, volume 40, No. 2, on
agricultural education in Vietoria—

Mr, Richardson hag eaught the idea that
in Ameriea agriculture is regarded as both
a bysiness and a mode of life, and that
the development of agrieulturs is a publie
concern, hence money spent upon it is nof
an outlay but an investment. This, he ex-
plains, iz the reason why State and Fed-
eral Govérnnients are content to make
large appropriations for agricultural edu-
cation as an underlying means of develop-
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ment. Based on this idea and the returns
from it, ke argues for a long-range polisy
which will look beyond the presént and
map out the requirements of the State,
making provision for the steady realisa-
‘tion of these plans in the future. It does
-uot necessarily follow that what iz good
policy for omne country will be equally
good for another, but the value of agricul-
tural education and investigation has been
given such wide and convineing demon-
stration as to show their soundness for
new regions quite ag surely as for the
older settled ones. This excellent report
will furnish a reliable basiz for agricul-
tural development through educa.tmn and
researeit.
The cost of installing the Lowa State college
was £800,000, and on a population basis the
compa.ra.tn'e expenchture for this State would
be £100,000. Regarding industrial unrest,
I deplecate the pesaimigtic tone often ad-
opted with respect to our industries, which
we annually hear in the report of the chair-

man of the Chamber of Mines, Kalgoorlie..

According to the newspaper report of his
speech at the last annunal meeting, he said—
The cost of produetion is. increased, and
those of its products which are sent abroad
cannot compete in the world’s markets
with the products of other lands; hence
the slowing down -policy which is preached
by many Labour extremists is about the
worst policy that can be pursued. The
greatest enemy the worker has- to-day is
the man who follpws the policy of ‘slgw
down’’ for, if it were adopted generally,
it wonld result in the production of less
wealth.
Wkile not quibbling with the conelusions
drawn, there is no doubt about the pessi-
migtic tone annually adopted by the ¢hair-
man of the Chamber of Mines. After read-
ing that statement, I went through the min-
ing reports for some years and was pleas-
antly surprised, in tabulating the figures, to
find that the quantities of gold ore and coal
produced per man working above and below
ground has not fallen Quring the period of
the war. I'or the yecar 1917 the ecoal output
was the maximum for any ome year, namely,
326,000 tons, I draw attention to .these
figures, becanse it is of no use being unduly
pessimiatic or Jumping at unwarranted
conclusions. The produetion of gold ore

in tons per man employed below ground was

—in 1913, 393 tona; 1914, 410 tons;
431 tons; 1916, 411 tons;
Comparable figures for above and below
ground were:—1913, 214 tons; 1914, 230
tons; 19815, 238 tons; 1016, 227 tons; 1917,
233 tons. Thoge figures show that the real
position is mueh better than is generally be-
liecved. I do not say that the production of
ore per man in a particular mine or in the
mines of Kalgoorlie has not fallen off but,
taking the State as a whole, we find that the
quantity of ore produced per man was higher
in 1917 than in 1913, Figures for the coal
mining industry show that in 1913 the tons
per man produced by men working below

1915,
1917, 411 tons.
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ground was 751; in 1914, 802; 1915, 764;
19186, 847; 1917, 958 tons~ The tons pro-
dueed per man employed above and below
ground were:—in 1913, 561; 1914, 608;
1915, 675; 1916, 658; 1917 572 tong. In
readmg t.he report of the firewood workera
dispute, my sattention was attracted by two
requests made by the employses which were
refused, though it seemed, in the light of
information available, especially considering
that it is desirable to work together to in-
créase production, that more consideration
might have been given te them. I quote from
the ‘*West Australian’’ of the 16th July—
Two direct questions were asked by the
union dJdelegates, the first being:—Would
the companies be prepared to revert to the
prices for stores which prevailed when the
agreement was made in 19169 The
answer was an emphatic ‘‘No.*’ The
second question was:—Would the com-
panies agree to allow the men to ron the
stores a3 a co-operative concern? Agpgain
the answer was ‘‘No.”' A proposition that.
Llawkers and other persons should be
. allowed to trade on the woodlines was also
turned down by the ecompanies.
Not many suggestions are put forward with
8 view to increasing the mining production.
Prospecting ¢ould be considerably stimulated
by the Government offering a higher reward
for a discovery., I firmly believe the mineral
wealth of this State has hardly been touched
as yet. Proapecting iz a difficult matter, but
at any time suceess in this domain might
result in an increase of population and pro-
gperity sueh as would not be brought about
by another industry for many years. I would
direet attention to the difficulty experienced
by the mines, due to the alteration in the ex-
plosives. It is about seven months since
those bodies conversant with mining, by de-
putation and correspondence, urged the Gov-
erament to endeavour to get the restriction
climinated regarding the importation and

_ sale of explosives prejudicial to the industry,

which had resulted in an ihcrease in the cost.
That -the nge of sodiom nitrate in the mann-
fagture of zelignite is not detrimental to the
safety of the workers is shown Dby statistics.
Tatal accidents from explosives in 1005
totalled nine, and diminished until 1934. Tn
1915 there were six. In July, 1916, as a war
emergency measure, gelignite with sodiuvm
nitrate was permitted to be imported, and
abont 50 per cent. of the quantity used in
that vear contained the sodinm componnd.
In that year, 1916, there were no fatal acci-
dents; and in the next year sodium nitrate
was the only nitrate constituent of the ex-
plogives used, and in that year there were no
fatal accidents. Therefore, on the ground of
gafety there was no reason for turning it
down, Deputations from the Chamber of
Mines and the Mining Association waited
first on Mr. Hudson when Minister for Mines,
and put the easec before him, from the aspect
of accidents and from the chem.wa[ point of
view, A deputation which consisted of three
mining enginéers asked that the Glovernment
Analyst should he present. They proved
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that sodium and potassium were practically
sister elements. They provided the Minister
with ample reasons on chemical grounds for
making the alteration, That alferation has
now been made, but it has taken six or seven
months to combat the case put up by the
officers of the department. When the depu-
tation did not receive a satisfactory reply
from the Minister, the Mining Association
of" Western Australia wrote to the TUnited
States Burean of Explosives, to the corre-
sponding department’ of the British Govern-
ment, and to the Explosives Departiments of
the Eastern States. ‘The deputation had
stated to the Minister that there was mno
place in the world where this restriction was
imposed ., excopt Western Australia. The re-
striction limits the use of sodium nitrate in-
stead of potassium nitrate, as I have said,
and nowhere in the world exeept here is that
limitation imposed. Anthorities were quoted
for that assertion. Since then replies to the
inquiries made have ¢come to hand, and I will
tead a few of them:—

Department of the Interior. Bureau of
Mines. Explosive Regulation. Washing-
ton, June 2nd, 1919. The Mining Assoeia-
tion of Wastern Australia, St. George's
House, Perth, W.A, Gentlemen, I am in

receipt of your letter of April 16th asking -

what restrictions, if any, were imposed by

our department on the use of mnitrate of

sodivm. At the present time there are no
restrietions on the ingredients of ex-
plosives, as far as this regulation iz con-
cerned. Very truly yours, (signed) Clar-
ence Hall, Chief Explosives Engineer,
Explosives Office, New Law Courts,
Johannesburg, 9th June, 1919. The Seere-
tary, the Mining Association of Western
Australia, P.0. Box 124, G.P.O., Perth,
W.A. Sir, T have the honour to acknow-

ledge your letter of the 17th April, and in .

reply to say that nitrate of soda is and
always has been the normal oxidising agent
of gelignite made in this country. T have
the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient Ser-
vant, (signed) A. B. Deune, Chief Inspec-
tor of Explosives, Union of South Afrieca.
Chief Inspector of Explosives, 423 Flin-
ders Lane, Melbourne, 29th April, 1919,
The Secretary, Mining Association of West-
ern Australia, 8t. George’s Tetrace, Perth.
Dear Sir, In reply to your letter of 17th
instant: Gelignite may contain cither pot-
assium nitrate or sodivm nitrate as an
ingredient, in aecordance with the author-
ized list of explosives in this State. Con-
ditions of authorisation in Victoria require
all nitro-glycerine explosives (including
gelignites) containing sodium nitrate to be
wravped in water-proof wrappers unless
exempted therefrom by a speecial authority.
Buch an exemption was given to gelignite
containing sodium nitrate, as it was con-
sidered that under all reasonable conditions
of storage ofdinary wrappers would be
effective in the Victorian climate. The ex-
perience of the past ten years, during which
period soditm nitrate has been largely used
ag an ingredient, has justified this exemp-
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tion. The above provision to protect the
finigshed explosive under excessively huamid
conditiong of storage is the only distinction
made between the respective gelignites, and
as it has not been found necessary to en-
force this by eancellation of the exemption
the same restrictions are imposed through-
out the State on gelignite containing sod-
ium nitrate as are imposed on gelignite
containing potassivm nitrate.  Further
information .on this subject can he
obtained from the Chief Ingpector of DEx-
plosives in your State, to whom a copy of
this letter haa been sent, and with whom
you aré no deoubt in ¢ommunication, Yours
faithfully, (signed) Reg. J. Lewis, Chief
Inspector of Explogives.

The Chief Inspector of Explosives, Gov-
arnment Chemieal Laboratory, Perth. Dear
Sir, A comununication bas been received
from the Mining Assgociation of Western
Australia asking for additional restrictions,
if any, in foree in this State on gelignite
containing nitrate of soda, to which the
attached copy of reply has been made.
Yours faithfully, (signed) R. J. Lewis,
Chief Inspector of Kxplosives.

Department of Chemiptry, Adelalde, S.A.,
28/4/1919. The Mining Association of
Western Australia (Incorporated). - In
reply to your letter of April 17th, I may
state that no restrictions are imposed in
South Australia on the use of nitrate of
sodium in gelignite which are not alse im-
posed on gelignite containing nitrate of
potassiuni, In other words, there are no
special restrictions on gelignite containing
godium nitrate. Gelignites containing sod-
ium nitrate have been imported into Sonth
Anstralia. every’ year since early in 1909,
(Signed) W. A, Hargreaves, Chief Inspee-
tor of Ixplosives.

There are others, but I think T have read
ample to show that the Chief Inspector of
Explosives in Western Alstralia imposed re-
strictions of which he ought to have known
the needlessness even before these opinions
were gathered to be submiitted to him. That
officer is the gentleman who has been re-
ferred to here as a ‘‘stormy petrel,’’ and who
bhas succeeded in getting into his department
an officer of the Agriciltural Department,
namely the Plant Patholozist, who onght to
be in the Agricultural Department. Other
States would not have allowed this latitunde
in the matter of explosives had it been in any
way prejudicial to the well-being of those
using the explosives. Finally with regard to
comnulsory profit sharing, let me briefly say
that it wonld prove a simpler matter than
getting satigfaction from price fixing, Tt
conld start with companies and firms. If
suceesstul- it would douhtless be adopted in
the ease of private individuals, and nerhaps
in cases where lesislation could net he im-
veged in the initial stages, Tor ome thing,
it would tend to the greatest effort heine put
forth hv the workers who were participators
in nrofits. Moreover, it might atop that great -
desive to et inte the Government service
which is shown by many people who lack
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initiative. What I think a valuable sugges-
tion is this: In any scheme of profit sharing
the first requisite is that labour must get
its minimum wage. Capital would alsc have
to be recognised and get its minimum wage;
that is to say, a fair and reasonable rate of
interest cumulative on all eapital put into
" the business and an adequate remuneration
for the management. In addition, according
to the nature of the business, whether it was
a mining business with a wasting asset or an
agricultural business with an improving asset,
there wonld have to he sinking fund charges.
After those itemis had been taken out of the
revenue, capital would have received ita mini-
mum wage, Thereupon wonld eome the basis
for profit sharing between the two elements
neeesgary to industry, namely labour and capi-
tal. Now, how is the amount of profit, which
would be comparatively small per head, to be
distributed amongst the workers? Take the
case of a factory running with ample eapital
and proving extremely remuvnerative. Then
take another factory in the same line of
business just paying interest on its capital
and sinking fund and poor remumeration for
management. Lastly take the case of a
faetory making an aetual loss. The sugges-
tion is that the amount of profit accruing to
the emnloyees in the profitable business should
be paid not to the employees themselves, but
to 2 non-political induwstrial union, the idea
behind being that those workers whe are in
a husiness which, perhaps through inefficient
management, is not making good, wonld, by
participating in results acerving from a simi-
Iai business that is getting profitable returns,
fecl an incentive to improve their own busi-
ness to thé profitable point. I think we are
quite justified in assuming that- under these
conditions the emplovees in the unremunera-
tive business would he stimulated to greater
efforts.
the Address-in-reply.

Hon. G. J. G. W, MILES (North): T
deeply regret the death of our late Presi-
dent, Sir Henry Briggs. As one of his
former pupils I feel his loss very keenly,
and I want to thank the leader of the Honse
and other membhers for the splendid but en-
tirely just tributes which they have paid to
the deceased gentleman’s memory. It is on
behalf of his old scholars I thank them. To
you, Sir, I offer my congratulations on your
election to the Presidential Chair, There is
one regret, however, that T have in seeing
you there; and it is that we lose your ser-
viceza on the floor of the House, where your
speeches have been nost interesting to hear.
T wish to offer my congratulations also to
the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Allen, and
to congratulate Dr. Saw on his safe return
from the Front, T desire, further, to thank
Dr. Baw, Mr. Cornell, and Mr. Panton for
the good work they have done for those of
us who remained behind; and I welcome Mr.
Panton as one of our new members, Tn
reading the Governor’s Speech, T was pleased
to see that the present Government intend
doing their utmost to repatriate our soldiers.

T have mueh pleasure in supporting |
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Whilst T am glad to know that they intend
doing all that is possible in the direction of
land settlement, I regret that very little has
been accomplished in the direction of repat-
riating soldiers to the mining, pearling, and
pastoral industries. A little may bhave been
done of which I am unaware, bnt in my
opinion not sufficient is being done for these
other classes of men who have given their
seivices to the country and who should not
be overlooked. With regard to the mining
industry, I consider it is the duty of the
Government to do all they can to have the
embargo on the export of base metals lifted.
At present Western Augtralia. has to sell its
production of these metals through the
Metal Exchange of the Eastern States, and
a continuance of that system will mean the
kkilling of the primary indnstry in Western
Australia. As Mr. Hughes and Mr. Watt
will be here next week, I hope the Govern-
ment will make it their buginess to obtain
some agsurance from those gentlemen that
we shall be relieved of the embargo. It ap-
plies not only to our own district, but to
other districts, such as Ravensthorpe, North-
ampton, Roebourne, Pilbara, and also the
Murchison; where they are mining copper
and lead ores and tin. If the embargo were
lifted, the tin miner in my own electorate
would receive up to £25 per ton better price
than he is getting to-day. That means that
poorer ground would be worked and more
men employed. There is not only the agri-
cnltural industry' to be developed in thisg
State, but other industries also, The mincrs
in the back country are a good asset. We
do not seem to realise what we owe to the
mining industry. Every man produeing min-
erals i3 a good asset to the State and a really
splendid nsset to the farmer, In regard to
mining supplies, unless something be done,
the industry will be wiped out of existence.
T was pleased to listen to the interesting
address by Mr. Stewart, and I am glad to
see that the Government have at last ar-
vanged to allow gelignite to come in as sod-
iom mnitrate, That in itself will, T think,
tend to lessen the cost of mining and pre-
vent the monopoly that has existed in the
past. Strangely enough, as soon as the war
was over people handling gelignite in this
State put vp the price. I do not know
whether anvthing can be dome, but something
should be dome if possible to fix a fair price
on explosives in order to assist the mining
industry. In regard to the cost of living,
1 bave a few figures to quote by way of com-
paring prices with what ruled 15 years ago.
T @0 not know whether it is due fo profiteer-
ing, but certainly there is something wrong
in Australian when the priee of our own com-
modities go up to the extent they have done.
Years ago we used to import tinmed milk
from Swifzerland at 16s. and 1I8s. per case.
To-day the Australian preduct costs 42s. per
case. Milk, as compared with 15 years ago,
has gone up 150 per cent. Flour has risen
50 per cent., jama and frnits 100 per cent.,
bacon &§0 per cent., butter: and sugar
100 per cent., and tinned meats 230 per
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it De wondered at if the
workers complain  about the high cost
of living? I am in favowr of a
price-fixing board, if sueh a board ean do
anything to remedy the evil, but T am
afraid it wil not have the effect some ‘of
us seem to expect. If there is any profiteer-
ing going on, such a board might tend to
check it. In the Press recently I noticed a
raference o the alleged profitcering in regard
to rice. T can assure the House that the
ghortage was not covfined fo this State but
was due to a shortage thronghout the Far
East, where millions of people previowsly
employed in growing rice have been taken
off by inflnenza, 8ix months ago rice was
£56 a ton in Singapore, while the freight
was £6 and the dvty another £6, Lringing
the price to 7d. or 8d. per 1b. wholesale
landed. I think the existing high pricea are
largely due to our efforts to foster artificial
industries, As an ‘““artifieial industry'’ I
have in mind partieularly the sugar indus-
try. Notwithstanding what has been said
at the Peunce Conference, and by Australian
leaders, both Federal and State, in reference
to n White Australian poliey—I am a white
Australian as mueh as any other man—T
am prepared to affirm that we must have
some form of indentured labour in the sugar
industry, In Australia the sugar industry
ig Jargely artificial, and unless we get some
form of cheap labour to grow the sugar the
tarif should be revised and we should be
allowed to import sugar free of duty. 1
have heard something said about the differ-
ence in distance as between the sugar State
and Melbourne, and the sugar State and
Perth. But sugar is eoming from Java
round our ecoasts to Meclbourne and Sydney
to be there refined and thenee sent back to
us, Surely the leaders of the Government
conld bring pressure to bear on the Federal
authorities to have this sort of thing reme-
died! It applies also to our base metals
having to be sent round to Sydney, there to
be amelted and cxported. I am sure that if
we could export our tin, as in the old
days, we ghould get £15 a ton more
for it than we get by sending it to Sydney.
At the present time one cannot sell tin for-
ward, but has to wait until the returns come
from Sydney. It means that the people
handling tin -have to get a bigger margin
and so make & gamble of the business. In
advoeating indentured labour, I.do not want
that labour te eome in except under proper
testrietions. TIf we cannot get that labour,
at any rate let ws get sugar at a cheaper
price and let the men now growing sugar in
Qneensland eome down into the agrieultural
arcas and grow fruit, so that it may be
eanned at a lower price tham we are paying
to-day. The Government bave gone farther
than J wonld go in regard to Asiatics. I notice
recently that they have given Asgiatics per-
mits as pearl buyers in the North-West. Be-
fore we had a Minister for the North-West,
the Jeader of the House and other Minis-
ters assured the members representing the
North that nothing would be done in refer-

cent.! Can
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ence to the North-West without first being
referred to the northern representatives; yet
behind the backs of those representatives
the Government have granted permits to
Asiatics to buy pearls, It has been said that
a petition was signed by some of the poarlers,
asking for that concession. |As against thaf,
the Pearlers’ Association, repreSenting the
pearlers of the North-West, are opposed to
the principle of Asiatics buying pearls.

The Minister for Eduvcation: As individ-
uals they signed the petitiom.

. Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: But not as the
executive of the Pearlers’ Association. If the
Minister will listen to the members represent-
ing the North and not be influenced by out-
side suggestions, it will be Dbetter net only
for the North, bhut for the Ministry also.
It is rumoured that a great deal of illicit
pear] buying goes on in the North. The
pear! boying business should be kept in the
hands of the white people, Tf we get in-
dentured labour, it is not intended that we
should allow that labour to compete with the
white people in that business. Mr. Duffell
suggested snburban tram extensions. In my
opinion he used the returned soldier as a
stalking horse in thiz conmection. He advo-
cated the settling of soldiers on five-acre
blocks and the extengion of tramways to
those blocks. In another place is an hon.
member who benefited to the extent of thou-
sands of pounds by a tramway extension in-
creaging the value of his'property. It is not
the duty of the Government to lay down trams
to benefit private individuals in that way.
Lf there are to be any more tram extensions
I hope they will be made on the betterment
principle, as advoeated by the South Perth
munitipality. If we are going fo build trams
to benefit a private citizen, the private eitizen
should pay his share.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Get at him through the
income tax.

Hou. G. J. G. W. MILES: We want more
than income tax from land speculators. We
want an improved land tax as well. T am in-
clingd to think that metropolitan members,
these centralisationists, are out to bleed the
comntry and that if we do not take & stand
against them, they will for ever damn it.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Reck it in,

Hon. & J G W, MILES: I am
trying to rock it in, but I do mot
approve of Mr. Hoimes’s c¢riticism of
the finances of the country, They are
bad enongh in all reason, btut T think
that, putting the pogition as he did before
the people, he was merely misleading them.
When he says this State is going back to the
extent of £2,000 a day, he should put on the
other side of the ledger how immch of that
money is going inte sinking fund. Queting
the deficit at £652,000 is not a fair thing,
for while the deficit is actually there, on
the other hand some £200,000¢ of that sum
has gone into sinking fund. The financial
position is bad enough, but it is not nearly
30 bad as Mr. Holmes would have us ba-
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lieve. The Speech contains this little para-
graph—

My advisers are increasingly impressed
with the great possibilities of further set-
tlement and dQevelopment in the North-
West,

I can only.say it has taken a long time to
impress them, Two years ago I tried to im-
press tham in respect to the management of
the State steamers. If they had taken my
advice they would have saved £10,000 or
£20,000 at least. 1 hope that if they con-
tinug to run the State steamers—personally
I would rather see the steamers rum by pri-
vatc enterprise—I say let them put in a
manager who understands shipping work and
et them pay him a decent salary, even up
to £1,500 a year.
will have a failure, just as the Labour Gov-
ernment had when they put in a manager
at £400.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You want good ships
if you are to do any good.

Hon, G. J. & W, MILES: That is true,
and T wonderstand that we shall get good
ships. If the Government had listened to
the adviee of members of the North two years
ago they would have saved half a million
of money. Ships were then under offer to
them at favourable prices, a passenger ship
and a eattle ship, but they turned down the
offer. They would not go on with the business,
T was also told by a reliable person that
there were freights available for the ships
that wonld probably have paid half thewr
cost. I know that my hon, friend will say
that [ was responsible becanse I advocated
the appointment of an Honorary Minister
for the North+West. That hon. gentleman
was supposed to manage the service. T re-
gret to say he did not, as Minister, take the
opportunity of making a name for himself,
No one had a- greater opportunity than he
had of doing so by reorganising the manage-
ment of this service,

Hon. TI. Millington: He took to the hush.

Hon, ¢, J. G. W, MILES: Yes, and in the
bush he started to criticise the management.
If the Honorary Minister had dealt with
the question as he should have dome, and
as he assured me he would do, we would

have heen in a Thetter position to-day.
On the last trip of the f‘Bambra,’’
when she arrived with cattle, she had
dengue fever on board and was quar-
antined. Tt was necessary to gend feed
off to her. The management were ap-
preached with the object of laving the

cattle landed at the north wharf. The reply
wag that this was impossible owing to eur
striet. quarantine regnlations, with which
I find no fanlt. Tt took the management
four days, however, to discover that there
was a passage through Success Bank which
would allow of the ship being sent to Robb’s
Jetty. This was done at last and the eattle
were landed on the Thwrsday. It took from
Sunday to Thursday for the management to
discover this. That is another instance of
mismanagement. . I have nothing to say

Unless they do that, they

"ing ecapacity?
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against Mr, Stevens personilly, for L think
he is a capable officer, bhut he has heen
asked to do too much. When making the
appointment of an officar to manage the
State Steamship Serviee, I hope the Govern-
mbnt will take into account what I have
said in counection with the matter. I said
Jast year that we were going behind at the
rate of so much per day. We passed a Bill
for the clagsification of our pastoral lands
and I urged upon the Government to have
those lands clagsified. I am glad o see that
men are now out classifying them, but T
eontend they are not doing it in the mammer
that the leader of the Houap assured wa the
work would be done. When the Bill was
passed he gave me ao assurance that local
men would be appointed to the Olassifica-
tion Beard, men who had seen the country
in both good seasons and bad, No man can
go through our territery and eclassify these
lands without some local knowledge. A
Murchison man cannot elassify either Gas-
coyne or Pilbara land, and a Pilbara man
eannot classify either Roebouwrne or Kim-
bérley land. Whilst it is necessary to have
departmental officers on the board, we re-
quire ancother man on the board from each
district, who has local information in re-
gard to the carrying ecapacity of the land.
There is a marked differenge in the carrying
capacity of the different districts. In some
districts hundreds and thousands of sheep are
being lost and some elips have dropped to the
extent of from 100 to 200 bales, In the
Pilbara district we huilt our railways and
improved the country by providing means
for carrying the stoek to market. There is
despised spinifex land which on a 150,000-
acre block is earrying 19,000 sheep after
two years of drought. What do these men
who elassify the land know about its carry-
In the Roebourne distriet
there are fewer sheep than hitherto, and the
game thing applies to the Gascoyne. T un-
derstood, when the Bill went through, that
one million acres was to be the maximum
that dnyone could hold in any one division,
T hear now that some of our bigger holders
are trying to drive a coach and four throngh
the Act. In my opinion a million acres 1s
ample, and probably toc muech, for any one
man to hold. The Fovernment should take
steps to prevent the big holders from being
interested, whether in the form of a com-
pany or otherwise, in more than one million
acres, and see that they do not evade the
Act, If there is a loophele to be found the
Government should amend the Act.

Hon. H. Millington: Tt is too big a thing
to imterfere with.

Hon. (. J. G. W. MILES: That may be
so. Ag a representative of the North, and
one who played some part in having the
meagure put through, T do not want to be
hoodwinked by these people. If the depart-
mental officers cammot give proper advice
there is something wrong. We were assured
that this was the maxXimum any ome person
could be interested in in any one division,
but T understand that by forming small ¢om-
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panies people are able to get hold of larger
lioldings, We went so far as to ask the
House, and the House agreed, to give an
extension of time until 12 months after the
war to enable the big holders to get rid of
their counfry. Is this Chamber going to
allow itself to be hoodwinked by thess peo-
ple¥ It is scandalons if we allow it
I am pleased to see Mr, Dodd’s motion be-
fore the Housc in reference to the tax on
the umimproved value of land. In my first
speech I advocated this particular form of
taxation. I am swre it would be a good
thing for the counntry if we had such a tax
brought in and stopped the land spesulators
we have in ocur midst. They are ounly para-
sites. Tf this tax is brought in we should
have a redvetion in freights and fares which
will assist the primary producers in the
back country. I want those who represent
the metropolitan area to know—they kuow
it now, but will not stand up and say so—
that they live on the prodnce of the soil. If
we {do anything to assist men in the back
country we are deing something te assist
the City. The amount of centralisation that
goes on, and the amount of evasion of taxes
that is noticeable in the Uity, is seandalous.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Where$

Hon, & J.. 6. W. MILES: What do
people in the city do when they pay a tax?
They simply pass it on to the publie.

Houn. J. Nichelson: We are paying on
high values. :

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES:
paying a sufficient amount.

The PRESIDENT: The
must address the Chair,

Hon. G, J, G. W, MILES: The land is
locked up instead of being developed.

Hon, H, J. Saunders: The peopie canmot
sell it,

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: They have
bought their land in order to get the un-
carned incremeit. I said, when the Pastoral
EBill went through, T l]oped to be a pastoral-
ist myself. T went into the office in my dis-
triet to take up some rocks and spinifex.
I found, however, that I had to go to Perth
hefore I could get any information. Some
of the.land which is shown as being vacant
on. the plans had been token up two years
ago. Although we are eight or ten weeks
hehind - the times beeanse of onr inefficient
steamship service, I do object to the plans
being two years ont of date. When I looked
at them in the office in Perth I found that a
gentleman, who has naver developed any part
of the country in the past, had taken wp
the adjoining bloeks in order to prevent me
from expanding my holding avd with the
object of selling the land to me at a fater
date.

Hon. H. .J. Bannders: It hurts.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: T have never
been a land owner before, but T have taken
ap a little block of country with the object
of becoming a primary produser. I have
had it thrown up at me that I am one of the
parasites of the country, bui when I endea-

They are not

hon. member
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vour to become a producer myself this is
what T am met with. There should bo seme
method of preventing people from holding
land without making any attempt to deveclop
it, The only way we ecan improve that posi--
tion is by a tax on the unimproved value of
land. I have previously advocated what
amounts to the nationalisation of docters in
order that people in the country might have
the services of medical men at the same rate
that is asked for those services in the City.
Whilst T do mnot think it is possible to
natipnalise the mediecal profession as a whole,
I am certain thot some method might De
adopted of assisting the people in the back
country by giving themn a cheap, or at ail
events, efficient medical treatment. Most of
our doctors, of course, have been away at
the Front axd we have had to go short of
medical advice in the back eountry. I hope
that, in future, the Government will- adopt
this suggestion and that the Minister for
Health will see that it is put into effect
without delay. This might involve paying
a docbor 2 decent salary, whether he is worth
£1,000 or £1,500 a year, and imsisting that
he shall charge the people in the country
only city rates. I know of a case in which it
cost £34 to bring a child into the world.
With that kind of thing going on how can
we expect our populatmn in the back coun-
try to ivcreasey I have it on fairly good
aunthority that one medical man in the North
was instrueted, when the influenza outhreak
octurred, to issue permits or certificates to
AnyONE demm{: to leave the port. This gen-
tleman was suffering from dengue fever, but
ingisted on the would-be passengers going to
tim for their perinits. He issued the per-
mits to fourteen people but issued. them as
‘feontacts ’—the people were contacts with
him because he had dengune fever. Those
fourteen people are still at the port beeahse
the ship would not take them. Although the
FPilbara railway does mot pay intercst and
sinking fund it pays working expenses, and
it has proved that We ean earry sheep 200
miles further baek in that country., On my
return to the North recently I found ‘they
were running one train a fortnight. T said
last year that we would be satisfied with
one train a week, and that we were pra
pared to pay double freights and fares. Wa
did not bargain for one train @ fortnight.
The custom. is for the train to run out on
Wednesday 114 miles, and to return on the
TFriday., When the ‘“‘Charon’’ eame South
on her last trip she left Port Hedland on
the Thursday night, but the train ran in en
Friday as wsual. The maiis that were sup-
posed to cateh that boat are therefore still at
that port, and will have to wait a matter of
five weks until the arrival of the *‘Min-
deroo.’’ This is what goes on under the
present red tape system. It would be quite
a gimple matter to give the officer in charge
at Port Hedland or Marble Bar diseretion-
ary power as to when the train shovld run
in order to catch the boat. T wiredl to the
leader of the House, when he was acting
Premier, to the effect that we surely were
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entitled to one train a week, that if we did
not get it we had better wipe ont the ser-
vite, and I added that we were better off in
the old days with a camel team and a coach.
He assured me at once that he agreed with
me, and we had the train reinstated and it
ran that week, bot that was the end of it.
After that the red tape system came into
forece again and we were cut off once more.
I hope the Government will take steps tfo
remedy these grievances, It has been stated
here that we have a fine asset in the North-
West, and if the North-Wast is not entitled
to a seat in the Cabinet—I want it to be
understod that I am not sccking one—at
least the members for the North should be
consulted with reference to North-West mat-
ters. And whilst I am here representing a
northern province I am going to make my
voice heard. There is another matfer that
I would draw attention to, and it is the
water sepply at Port Hedland. As Mr,
Hoimes has stated, unless there is a good
water supply in the North-West the health
of the people cannot be good. The Govern-
ment, I admit, have taken steps to remedy
the matter as far as possible, but they have
been conveying water from the Shaw River
a distance of 60 miles, the water supply
some 20 iniles out having given out. The
Railway Department informed me that they
were afraid to sink their well any deeper for
fear that the water would become mineral-
ised, in which event it could not be used for
their boilers. There is a plentiful supply,
however, close by, but the department prefer
to run a train 60 miles in and 60 miles out.
These are the usual departmental methods.
What are thé Government for? What are
the Ministers for? I have advocated the
payment of decent wages to the heads of
departments, and I have urged that thoge
heads shonld be allowed to conduet the de-
partmental work on business lines. TIf they
cannot ddo that they should be fired out,
whether we have to pay them pensions or
not. Tt would be cheaper to pay pensions
than .to employ incapable officers. The State
wounld certainly be in pocket.

Hon, H. Millington: Tire out the Gov-
ernment.

Hon, G. J. G. W, MILES: We have fired
them out time after time. How many more
changes of Government does the hom. member
want? In regard to the industrial unrest
which exists in Awnstralia, and in fact
throughout the world, I think it is possible
to bring both parties together. The old con-
servative element has to vealise that the
world has changed, and if there is any pro-
fiteering, those responsible for it should be
handled very severely. Most of the labour
untest, in my opinion, is ¢gused by the pro-
fiteer. He is the breeder of Bolshevism, I
was pleased to hear Mr. Stewart refer to the
profit-sharing system, and if it is considered
and thought . out, hon. members will find
there is a lot in it and that it will be the
means of bringing the worker and the em-
ployer to a better understanding, I am glad
to see that in our present Premier we have
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an optimist, notwithstanding- some of the
metibers’ eriticism, which to me seem to ex-
press the view that to be an optimist is a
crime, I say give me the optimist every time,
and the man who has some confidenes in his
country. In Mr. Mitchell we bave the right
man in the right place, and if he is allowed
to remain there for the next few years I
think we shall at the end of that time be
producing all the butter, cheese, and bacon
which we require for our own consumption,
andl perhaps be in a position to export.

Hon. H. Millington: Or break the country.

Hon. G. J. G. W, MILES: 1 de not think
there is a Government capable of doing that.
We have a wonderful country, and notwith-
standing all the bad handling it has had in
the past it will still keep afloat. What do
we owe when it is boiled down? As has been
pointed out by an hon. member in another
place, it amounts to 1s. 2d4. an acre.
Ope of the troubles we are labouring
under is that onr own people are always
deerying the country, and they always
secem to prefer the imported article to
that which is lecally produced. Even in
Parliament House we see very little that is
produced in our own State, In the old days
it was the same. On the goldfields they
would have nothing but Californian fruit.
Tasmanian froit was not good enough. To-
day our people will not have that which is
produced locally. It is the duty of everyone
to take Western Australian produce every
time, and in that way we will be doing some-
thing to assist the industries of the State.
We have heard arguments about the quality
of our coal. In an article which I read re-
cently T found that 50 per cent. of the
world’s ¢oals were inferior to that which is
produced at Collie,

Hon. JJ. Ewing: Seventy-five per cent.

Hon. G. TJ. G. W. MILES: Recently I had
the pleasure of travelling on the ¢‘Min-
deroo,’’ which put up a 12-knot performance
on Collie coal, and did the trip from Derby
to Hedland in 36 hours. If ships were built
with deeent and well ventilated bunkers there
would be no difficully about the use of Collie
coal.

Hon. H. Stewart: And proper boilers.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: The main thing
in earrying Collie coal is to have bunmkers
which are well ventilated, and then there
would be no danger of fire, T am pleased to
be able fo tell the House and my friends of
the South-West that Collie coal can be used
rrofitably on the steamers on this coast, and
the 12-knot result to which I have referred
is eminently satisfactory.

Hon. J. Ewing: It is gratifying.

Hon, ¢. T, G. W. MILES; I have nothing
further to say. I think the Government mow
in power will do good work and will admin;
ister the affairs of the State as they should
be administered. As I have said on other
oceasions, we have a wonderful country and
if it is properly handled we will find it to be
the hest country on God’s earth. The more
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I travel over it the more I am convinced that
this is so. I have muech pleasure in support-
ing the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.56 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 19th Auwgust, 1919,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES,
INDIVIDUAL HOLDINGS.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Lands:—1, Does the Land Act Amendment
Act, 1917 confine the pastoral lease hold-
ing of an individnal to one million aeres in
ong division? 2, If go, is it possible for this
provision to be evaded by the formation of
companies! 3, Can an individual hold, say,
nipety per cent of the shares in any number
of companies formed for pastoral purposes
in ench and every division of the Statet 4,
Can an individval be interested to the extent

of, say, mnety per cent. in six million acres’

of land in one division if he holds ninety per
cent. of the shares in each of six pastoral
companies, each holding one million acres in
sngh division, but not worked in associztion?
5, If so, is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce legislation to give effect
to the wish of Parliament, whieh clearly in-
tended that no person ahould be beneficially
interested in more than one million aeres in
oneg division? 6, How many eompanies have
been registered in comnection with pastoral
objects—(a) for the two years prior to the
passing of the Act of 1917, and (b) since
Mareh, 19179

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The Land Act Amendment Aef, 1917,
limits the area which an individval may ho]d
under lease granted under such Act, i.e., for
8 term expiring on the 31st Deeember 1958,
to 1,000,000 acres in any one divigion, 2, A
company is an individval, 3, Yes, 4, A
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shareholder in a company which holds pas-
toral leases has no beneficial interest in any
of such leases, and may hold any number of
shares in any or all of the companies.men-
tioned in the question. 5, The Government
have. given consideration to remedying the

" defect in the Act, and will seek to give effect

to this in the amendment of the Land Act,
1898, which it proposes to introduee. 6. (a)
For two years prior to the passing of the
Land Aect Amendment Aet, 1917—seven
companies; (b) for two years since March,
1917—18 companies.

Mr, Troy: They are getting on,

QUESTION—SUBIACO, ARBSAULT
ON MAYOR.

Mr. MULLANY asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that the names of the persons
who committed a brutal assanlt on the
mayor of Subiaco in May last are known te
the authoritiest 2, Have instructions been
issued that no action be taken against these
persons? 8, If g0, by whom were such in-
structions Jssued7

The PREMIER rephed. .1, No. 2, No.
3, Answered by No.

QUESTION—BULLER RIVER
RESERVOIR, EXPENDITURE.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount of money has been
expended at the Buller River reservoir up
to '30th June, 1919% 2, What amount was
expended during the financial year ending
30th June, 1919%

The MINISTER I"OR WORES replied: 1,
Expenditure to 30th June, 1919, £8,905 8.
11d. 2, Expenditure for year endmg 30th
June, 1919 £792 194, 34d.

QUESTION—-SMELTING WORKS,
GERALDTON.

My, WILLOOCK asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has a full report, for the purpose
of deciding whether a smelting works ia justi-
fied at Geraldton, been made in accordance
with the resolution passed in this House on
the 6th of December last? 2, If so, will he
place the report on the Table of the Housef?
3, If no report is available, will he state what
steps he proposes to take to re-establish the
lead mining industry in this State?

The MINISTER FPOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes. Immediately notice of the motion was
given a full report was prepared and sub-
mitted. 2, Yes, herewith, 3, The position as
to the future of lead has been so obscure up
to the present time that no definite decision
has yet been arrived at as to the best action
to be taken to reanscitate the lead mining in-
dustry. The matter is receiving consideration
in several aspects, most of which depend to
some extent on the attitude taken up by the
Federal Government, before finality can he

.obtaified.



